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■'Aeon Bek Adbeh (nwy bis tribo increase,} 
Awoke one night &om a deep dream of peace. 
And saw, within ihe iDOonlighl in. hia rooni, 
Making it rich and like a lilly in bloom. 
All angel wriling in a book of gold. 
Esceediug peace bad made Ben Adhcni bold; 
And to the presence in Uie room lio said, 
' What wriiest tliou?' — The on gel raised hJB head, 
Aod, with a look mode aJI ofswcel accord, 
Answered— 'The names of llioae who love the Lord.' 
■And is mine one?' said Adhetn. — 'Nay, not eo,' 
Replied tlic anget. Adlieni spoke more low. 
But clieeriy still, and eaiti, ' 1 pray thee, theo. 
Write cne as one that loves liis feUow-men.' 
The angel wrote and vanished ; — the nest night 
He cnme again, witli a groat vrokening light, 
And showed the names tlie love of God had blegi. 
And lo! — Ben Adhem's name led all the rest," 



EEVIEW, &c. 



Pruint, lAl Okoit, HbnifiD, 



Anil our v&ln Eilov* iDOllcioui mockery. 

For sereTEd months past our religious community, or at least the 

I ' Unitarian portion of it, has been in strong commotion, consequent 

on the exchange of pulpits between R.ev. Mr. Sargent, late one 

of the Ministers-ai-large, in this city, and Rev. Theodore Parker, 

, of West Roxbury ; anii subsequently a similar expression of fellow- 

1 the part of Rev. Mr. Clarke, of this city, towards Mr. 

hirker, has increased the agitation. 

With regard to Mr. Sargent, situated as he was, and holding hia 

9 he did, under the auspices and by the control of an asso- 

biition colled " The Fraternity of Churches," we do not see how 

) could have done otherwise than as he did — resign his office, 

Mless he were willing — as he was not — to bind himself in future 

J excluding Mr. Parker from his pulpit, in compliance with the 

(pressed wish of that Fraternity. Whether lie acted, as "Ike 

luld say, wisely, in regard lo the original m&lier of ex- 

with due regard to that stctartnn policy which it seerae 

pitwiaiis, as well as others, are now oliliged to practice ; whether, 

Pshort, he " erred in judgment " by overlooking or setting aside 

1* 
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the mere question of denominational ttpediency in thia case, 
commonly understood, is a question on which there are ditTerences 
of opinion, and one which we are not now concerned to answer; 
though it rany well be a query whether Unitarians are, after all, 
consistent in the course they are now pursuing towards Mr. Par- 
ker, and how they wiil reconcile any exclusion of him with that 
principle and theory of the " largest toleration," with which, as a 
Denomination, they " began life." Suffice it to say " the Executive 
Committee of the Benetolenl Fraternity of Churches," who may 
be considered as representing in this case (for argument sake) the 
soul of the Unitarian churches in Boston, (or at least they would 
seem to think so,) took the alarm at ouce in consequence of Mr. 
Sargent's exchange — held a meeting immediately, deliberated on 
the matter, framed a remonstrance which they sent to each of 
the Minisiers-at-large, and expressed the most determined purpose 
and desire to exclude Mr. Parker henceforth from their chapels. 
Mr. Sargent replies, that, though in many points he may Dot 
give 'assent to Mr. Parker's peculiar views, he cannot reconcile 
with liberal principles any act of exclusion or proscription in regard 
to him ; and therefore retires from the pulpit which is laid under 
such restriction. Mr. Watersion, it seems, takes a different view ; 
assenting to the requisitions of the Fraternity, coming under their 
reslTaint, and making his dissent from Mt. Parker's views the plea 
for not exchanging. 

An editorial article in l"he Christian Register of January 18th, 
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admcmitorf shake of their (ingera. Under euch circumstances it is 
aoC aurprisiDg that Mr. Walcrston should Imve written just such a 
letter as he has ; though, in our opinion, it does somewhat less than 
justice to the absolute faith and real position of Mr. Parker. It 
contains a hundle of heretical theorems, gathered, doubtless, with 
some pains, and taken out of their connection from the published 
writings of Mr. Paiker ; thereby mangling, in some cases, the real 
thought, and conjuring up, as by a purpose prepense, the mere 
spectres of his idea in place of the reality. It must have cost the 
writer some hours of expurgatory labor to have culled these few 
weeds from a garden where he knows there is so much more that 
is rich and faithful and redolent of spirituality ; and we marvel that 
he could BO trample the wheat and flowers under foot while in 
search of the chaiT and tares. In so doing he has scarcely obeyed 
the Saviour's rule, to "let both grow together until the harvest." 
We can account for his patience under this labor for " elegant 
extracts," only \iy the impatience which a mind so honest as his 
must naturally feel under the constraint which is now put upon 
him by the " Benevolent Fraternity of Churches," and his conse- 
quent willingness to make out a case against the excommunicated 
individual who has innocently forged his fetters. But let that pass. 
For our own part we were not much alarmed by the bristling array 
of guns which the author of this epistle has gathered and stocked 
up out of the armory of Mr. Parker's thoughts, for we know that 
"the sword of the spirit" is, still, somewhere there, to be drawn 
forth in good time, as occasion calls, to the honor and for the de- 
fence of him who wears and wields it in all purity of heart. In 
the progress of opportunity, as charity and discrimination are true 
to their mission, we shall doubtless behold this sword gleaming 
and waving aloft, when the weaker weapons that have crossed or 
struck it in their spile ore all broken into rusty fragments. And 
now let us say we deprecate and denounce this practice of raking 
together all the exceptionable phrases and bolder expressions of a 
writer, and then parading them as a fait specimen of bis actual or 
" egate faith and opinions. The writer of that letter knows that 
lilar research, or scissor-like criticism, into Mr. Parker's vol- 
with luoiher purpose, would develop quite as much ^n the 
Mher side, which would be called, in common parlance, "quite 
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evangelical;" and that scarcely any work or any compass would 
bear the test of such a garbling analysis for a single moment. It 
is disingenuous and unfair, and no more a specimen of Mr. Park- 
er's theological dimensions than it would be to judge of a man's 
bodily stature or physiognomy by some abscinded locks of his 
hair, the paring of his nails, or the number of humors we might 
count upon his face. Such a letter reminds one of the man who 
carried about a brick as a specimen of the house he had built. It 
was a very good brick, but a poor enough edifice ; and he who 
would be shallow enough to judge the whole mansiou by that bit of 
baked clay would deserve no belter shelter for his credulity. Let 
those believe who will, that Mr. Parker sweeps the board of all 
that we call saving faith ; for our own part we doubt the fact, and 
we deny it, notwithstanding this awful array of spectral sayings 
quoted in the letter. We have intimated that a more candid and' 
charitable examination of Mr. Parker's writings would evolve quite 
as much, on the other side, which may he deemed (to use a 
common phrase) " evangelical " or orthodox. " It is a poor rule," 
they say, " which will not work both ways ; " and we shall therefore 
take such analysis, or rather extracts, from these writings, na may 
offset the extracts of Mr. Waterston's letter. It would be difficult, 
indeed, to find in any theological works more glowing and beauti- 
ful representations of the Saviour's character, more profound reve- 
rence for all thai is holy and good, or more faithful expositions of 
Christianity as the absolute truth of God, than are contained in the 
miscellaneous writings of Mr. Parker, and his voluminous "Dis- 
course on Religion." For example, speaking of Christ, he calls 
him " the chiefest incarnation of God " ; " the organ through which 
Uie Infinite spoke " ; " the King of truth " ; " the proudest achieve- 
ment of the human race " ; " the greatest soul of all the sons of 
men " ; " that divine man whose name is ploughed into the world " ; 
"the profoundest religious genius God has raised up"; "that 
lofiicst spirit that has bestrode the ages, standing still before us as 
the highoBt ideal ever realized on the earth."- "In an age of cor- 
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lult of tbia virgin purity of soul and perfect obedience, the light 
f God ehone down into the very deeps of hia soul, bringing iill of 
B Godhead which flesh can receive. He felt that God's word 
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i one with God. He lo!d what he saw, 
■hat he felt, — a life of Love." 
i, he sBya — " To our apprehension JesuB 
the evangelists represent him," *•* 
Qce been. How his spirit wrought in the 
rude, selfish, l>igoted, as at first they were. 
the world. His words judge ihe nations. 






The wisest son of man has uot measured their height. They speak 
to what is deepest in profound men ; what is holiest in good men ; 
divinest in religious men. They kindle anew the flame of 
rotion in hearts long cold. They ar-e spirit and life. His truth 
not derived from Moses and Solomon ; but the light of God 
ehone through him, not colored, not bent aside. His life is the 
perpetual rebuke of all time since. It condemns ancient civiliza- 
tion. It condemns modern civilization. Wise men we have since 
had, and good men; but this Galilean youth strode before the 
world whole thousands of years — so much of Divinity was in him. 
His words solve the questions of this present age. In him the 
Godlike and the Human met and embraced and a divine life was 
bom. Measure him by the world's greatest sons, how poor they 
are ! Try him by the best of men, how little and low they appear ! 
Esall him as much as we may, we shall yet, perhaps, come short of 
the mark. In him, as in a mirror, we may see the image of God, 
and go on from glory to glory, till we are changed into the same 
image, led by the spirit which enlightens the humble. Viewed in 
this way how beautiful is the life of Jesus. Heaven has come 
dovn to earth, or rather, earth has become heaven." 

Once more, speaking of the fulness of our Saviour's sympathy, 

modern heretic eicclaims — "That mightiest heart that ever 

It, stirred by the spirit of God, how it wrought in his bosom I 

words of rebuke, of comfort, counsel, admonition, promise, 

did he pour out; words that stir the soul as summer dews 

II up the faint and sickly grass ! " " What deep divinity of soul 

his prayers, his action, sympathy, resignation I " " Rarely, 

lost never, do we see the vast divinity within that soul, which, 
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new though it was in the flesh, at one step goes before the world 
whole thousands of years, judges the race, decides for us questions 
we dare not agitate as yet, and breathes the very breath of heav- 
enly love. The Christian world, aghast at such awful beauty in 
the flesh, transfixed with wonder as such a spirit rises in his heav- 
enly flight, veils its face, and says — * It is a God. Such thoughts 
are not for men. Such life betrays the God.' And is it not the 
Divine which the flesh enshrouds ? To speak in figures, the bright- 
ness of his glory ; the express image of his person ; the clear resem- 
blance of the all beautiful ; the likeness of God in which man is 
made?" "Here, indeed, was the greatest soul of all the sons 
of men; one before whom the majestic mind of Grecian sages 
and of Hebrew seers must veil its face. His perfect obedience 
made him free. So complete was it that but a single will dwelt in 
him and God ; and he could say, * I and the Father are one.' For 
this reason his teaching was absolute. God's word was in him." 

* * * " What man, what sect, what church has mastered his 
thought, comprehended his method, and so fully applied it to life ? 
Lei the world answer in its cry of anguish ! " 

Does all this sound like infidelity, in Mr. Parker, or a disposition 
to- depreciate Jesus Christ ? Then hear some more. Speaking of 
the influence of the Saviour's teachings, he beautifully says, " His 
word swayed the multitude as pendant vines swing in the summer 
wind ; as the spirit of God moved on the waters of chaos, and said, 

* Let there be light, and there was light.' No doubt many a rude 
fisherman of Gennesareth heard his words with a heart bounding 
and scarce able to keep in his bosom — went home a new man, 
with a legion of angels in his breast, and from that day lived a life 
divine and beautiful." * * ♦ "So God spake in Jesus, as he 
taught the perfect Religion, — anticipated, developed, but never 
yet transcended." 

Such are the views of Mr. Parker in regard to Jesus and the 
truth he proclaimed. He calls the words of Jesus " the music of 
heaven ; " the Bible " a whole library of the deepest and most 
earnest thpughts and feelings and piety and love ever recorded in 
human speech." " With all the obstacles men have thrown in its 
path," he eloquently remarks, " how much has the Bible done for 
mankind? No abuse has deprived us of all its blessings. You 
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trace its path across the world from the day of Pentecost to this 
day. As a river springs up in the heart of a sandj continent, hav- 
ing its father in the skies and its birth-place in distant, unknown 
mountains ; as the stream rolls on, enlarging itself, making in that 
arid waste a belt of verdure, wherever it turns its way ; creating 
palm groves and fertile plains, where the smoke of the cottager 
curls up at eventide, and marble cities send the gleam of their 
splendor far into ihe sky ; such has been the course of the Bible on 
the earth. It has made a deeper mark on the world than the rich 
and beautiful literature of all the heathen." "There is not a boy 
not a girl, all Christendom through, but their lot is made better by 
that great book," &.o. &.c. 

Such are some of the sentiments of one who is accused of deny- 
ing the Scriptures and wishing to overturn Christianity. 

Let ua hear, then, what further he says of Christianity as a 
system. In his " Discourse on Religion" he speaks of Christ as 
teaching " a doctrine beautiful as the light, sublime as heaven, and 
true as God." And again he says — " In Christianity we have a re- 
ligion wide as the East and the West ; deep and high aa the nadir 
lUtd zenith ; certain as truth, and everlasting as God." Can such 
• man be truly said to have a contempt for Christianity ? If so, 
Aen, he is criminating himself, where he says, in another place, 
"No friend of religion and of man can be hostile to the Chris- 
tianity of Christ." Who, then, can believe that such a writer and 
teacher can he, in any true or allowable sense, an enemy to the 
cross or religion of Jesus? Oh no: as we ourselves must answer 
to the great " Searcher of hearts," let us judge him with all charity, 
out of bis own mouth and by the prevalent and oil-repeated senti- 
ments of his own books; and there, again, we find it written — 
" The Christianity of Christ is the highest and most perfect ideal 
«Ver presented to the longing eyes of man." • » • • "It is high 
and noble now as ever. The religion of Reason, of the Soul, the 
Word of God, is still strong and flame-like as when first it dwelt in 
.Jcaus, the chicfest incarnation of God. Age has not dimmed the 
iBtre of thia light that lightcneth all, though they cover their eyes 

obstinate perversity and turn away their faces from this great 
;ht." " Ib it not worth a man's wish," be asks, " worth his 

lyers, worth hia work, to seek the living Chriatianity, the Chri»- 
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tianity of Christ ? Not having this we seem but bubbles, bubbles 
on an ocean, shoteless and without bottom ; bubbles thai sparkle a 
moment in the sun of life, then burst to be no more. But with it 
we are men, immortal souls, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ." • • " • "Silence the voice of Christianity and the 
world is well-nigh dumb ; for gone ia that sweet music which kept 
in awe the rulers and the people, which cheers the poor widow ia 
her lonely toil, and comes like light through the windows of morn- 
ing, to men who sit stooping and feeble, with failing eyes and a 
hungering heart. It is gone, all gone 1 — only the cold, bleak wcHfld 
left before them." " Through centuries of wasting these word* 
have flown on, like a dove In the storm, and now wait to descend 
on hearts pure and earnest, — as the Father's spirit, we are told, 
came down on his lowly Son." 

" Looking at the word of Jesus, then — at real Christianity, the 
pure religion he taught, nothing appears more fixed and certaiiu. 
Its influence widens as light extends; it deepens as the natii 
grow more wise." " Let men improve never so far in civilization, 
or soar never so high on the wings of Religion and Love, they can 
never outgo the flight of Truth and Christianity. It will always 
be above them. It is as if we were to fly towards a star, which be- 
comes larger and more bright the nearer we approach, till we enter 
and are absorbed in its glory. If we look carelessly on the ages 
that have gone by, or only on the surfaces of things as they come 
up before us, there is reason to fear ; for we confound the truth of 
God with the word of man. So, at a distance, the cloud and the 
mountain seem the same. When the drift changes with the pass- 
ing wind, an unpractised eye might fancy the mountain itself was 
gone. But the mountain stands to catch the clouds, to win the 
blessing they bear, and send it down to moisten the fainting violet, 
to form streams which gladJen valley and meadow, and sweep on 
at last to the sea in deep channels, laden with fleets. Thus the 
forms of the Church, the creeds of the sects, the conflicting o^n- 
ions of teachers, float around the sides of the Christian mount, and 
swell and toss, and rise and fall, and dart their lightning, and roll 
■their tlmndcr, but they neither make nor mar the mount itself. Its 
lofty summit far transcends the tumult; knows nothint; of the 
Btorro which roars below, but burns with rosy light at evening and 



■t morn ; gleams in the splendors of the mid-day sun ; sees his light 
when the long shadows creep over plain and moorland ; and all 
night Jong has its head in the heavens, and is visited by troops of 
stars which never set, nor veil their face to aught so pore and high," 
If this is inlideiity commend us to more of it ; and if these are 
the views of one who would deprec-iate Christianity, pray tell U9 
where are the faithful, whose doctrines would any more exalt it 1 
" But," say the conservative opponents of the writer thus quoted, 
" we admit that he exalts the claim of Christianity as an absolute 
system of truth, and gives most glowing and beautiful pictures of 
the character of Christ, but he derogates from his autkarity. He 
denies the miracles, and colls them nothing but fables ; disparages 
the correctness of the Gospel records, and sneers at sacred things 
and institutions. He degrades the doctrine of inspiration, and has 
Httle or no faith in the supernaturaf." (Perhaps it is well that 
these same accusations are not elsewhere applied and pressed home 
■pon the conscience of some who very earnestly " profess and call 
themselfes Christians," but whose faith, in these particulars, if 
closely tested, would be found, perchance, to hang around them 
■bout as loosely as a tunic of sheer muslin.) But let us see to 
what extent they may go, even in the case under consideration. 
For example, Mr. Parker is accused of denying the Resurrection j 
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accused of scorning and reviling The Chui 

fies the influence of the Church, says 

friends maintain," and then goes on to illue 

terms, the amount of good it has done or is doing. He is accused 
1 of casting ridicule on the Lord's Supper; and yet, speaking of its 

sriginal purpose and institution, he says — " It was simple, natural, 
) affectionate, beautiful." He does, indeed, question, whether as a 
e form, it was intended to be perpetual or binding on a more 
I spiAtuaJ or advanced stiite of humanity. "Useful, beautiful, coin- 
1 felting to a million souls it may be ; " he says, " truly it has been 
tut looking beyond the mere sign, to the spiritual purpose 
I tignilied, he continues — " It is not that we need new forms an^' 
B^ntbola, or even the rejection of the old. Baptism and the Supper 
e Bdll beautiful and comforting to many a soul. A spiritual man 
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winds that wake the 'soft and soul-like sound of the 
through the earliest violets of spring, and the last leaf of autumD ; 
through calm and storm, and stars, and blooming trees, and winter's 
snows, and summer's sunshine. A religious soul never lacks eym- 
bols of its own — elements of communion with God. What we 
want is the Soul of Religion, its SiuN will take care of itaeif; 
Religion that thinks and works." Yes, — " We want real Chris- 
tianity, the Absolute Religion, preached with faith and applied to 
life: — Being Good and Doing Good." Here, then, is the se- 
cret of Mr. Parker's power and popularity, and, no less, we may 
say of his unpopularity, — that he cuts clear through the existing 
meshes iind humanized forms of religion in his anxiety to realize 
the living spirit. He would demolish nothing of the absolute but 
only that which seems to him arbitrary, and superficial, or of 
human origin. He longs to have men forsake what he deems their 
own " cunningly devised fables " and fall back on the original, pure, 
primitive "truth," as it was and "is in Jesus." He burns with a 
reformer's anxiety to see men less worldly, less inert, less " subject 
to ordinances " and the mere " paying of tithes," and more alive to 
the duty of living Christlike. In the words of another, " Looking 
upon the world lying in sin and wretchedness around him, with 
these sins organized into institutions that oppress and degrade and 
even obliterate the image of God originally stamped upon man's 
nature, he is filled with a mighty indignation which cries aloud 
and spares not. The Law of Holiness — as Jesus exhibited it, in 
action — this is the law for every mortal man ; from which he can- 
not, and ought not to wish to escape. To wish to escape its utmost 
requisitions, is, in his view, the sin against the Holy Ghost." 

"It is no wonder that the assertion of this tremendous doctrine, 
deduced from the common premises with iron-linked logic, tnd 
uttered with all the fervor of conviction, should strike into the 
preachers of Unitarianism terror or rage, according to their several 
c|iaracters ; and awaken their congregations to ask, whether this 
young man is a babbler and false prophet, or whether their mtni^ 
ters have been recreant to their duty in letting them sie^ in • 
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false sense of peace."* He does indeed hack away, as with a two- 
edged sword or a battle-axe, upon the scaffolding which surrounds 
and hides, as he thinks, the temple and citadel of a true godliness ; 
and brings the battering engine of his argument to bear boldly 
upon what he calls " the rotten walls of the Cliurch," as it is, under 
human organizations. But why all this jealousy of such accusations, 
why all this outcry and shrieking rcraonstrance and calling out for 
" quarter," by those uti7/iin those walls, if they are really so strong? 
A truly impregnable fortress is not iipt to give out thus the sounds 
of alarm, when besieged, — no, not even when struck upon by "the 
bammer which brcakeththe rock in pieces;" and, therefore, the 
presumptioa is that the beleagured do not feel over-conlident or 
courageous as to the real strength of their munitions. Time will 
show whether a breach is not yet to he made in them. It will 
also show that all Mr. Parker's battling is against hypocritical for- 
malities and human pretensions to religion, not religion itself; 
against make-believe Christianity, not real Christianity; against 
misrepresentations and perversions of the truth, not the truth itself; 
■gainst human formularies, interpolations, and distortions of the 
Ikith, not that " once delivered to the saints;" and never against 
"the man Christ Jesus," but always, and well, and wisely, against 
tbe men of straw and the dogmatical counterfeits which a sectarian 
influence would set up in His stead. Atid still more nobly docs he 
battle it against vice and hypocrisy, temporizing bigotry and deceit, 
the sins of the time and the sins of the temple, " the idols of the 



market-place, the cav 
enthroned, whether in 
we may well wish hi 
" some new manifest.-i 
hearts as they were never st' 
the word of Christ and give 
tiponse in our bosoms. Hear the 
aeas in. which he utters his hope. 



and the den,' 

God speed, 
n of the Chris 
r stirred; som 
tbe Co 



ndhi 



concealed or 
low; and in such a conflict 
Elis earnest aspirations for 
an faith that shall stir men's 
better life that shall realize 
iforter," may well find a re- 
: of wailing and of truthful- 
conviction of such need 



of a better day : — " There are Simeons enough in the cottages and 
churches of New England, plain men and pious women, who wail 
for the consolation, and would die in gladness, if their expiring 
breath could stir cjuickcr the wings that bear him on. There are ■ 
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men enough, sick and bowed down, in no wise able to lift vp 
themselves, who would he healed could they kisa the liaiid of their 
Saviour oi touch but the hem of his garment ; men who look up 
and are not fed, because they ask bread from beaten and water 
from the rock — not traditions or fancies, Jewish or Heathen, or new 
or old ; men enough, who, with throbbing hearts, pray for the spirit 
of healing to come upon the waters which other than angels have 
long kept in trouble ; men enough who bave lain long time sick of 
theology, nothing bettered Ly many physicians, and are now dead, 
too dead to bury their dead, who would come out of their graves at 
the glad tidings. God send us a real religious life, which shall 
pluck blindness out of the heart, and make us better fatheTB, 
mothers, and children ; a religious life that shall go with us where _ 
we go, and make every hojne the house of God, every act accepta- 
ble as a prayer. We would work for this and pray for it, though 
we wept tears of blood whilp we prayed." 

Is it a ([uestion, now, whether these doctrines of hope and duty, 
ao fearlessly advocated by Mr. Parker, are to be admitted to our 
pulpits? And wherefore should they not? They are his prcdomi- 
nating views, and, being so, it is fair to presume — indeed expe- 
rience sufficiently demonstrates — that he makes (Am* the burden of 
his preaching. Why all this outcry of alarm then, lest, when he 
enter the pulpit he should break it down by preaching something 
else which does not represent bis prevailing idea? A poor com- 
pliment, verily, is that which these alarmists thus pay to their own 
faith and charity I And is it always a concern for Christian truth 
which underlies the opposition to Mr. Parker? It is easy to get 
up an excitement against the man who sends a bomb-shell point 
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think, and make others think, he is a very Corypheus of iniidelity, 
and made up of nothing but defects, — 



' We may gather quite a cluster of ugly heresies, if we will, out of 
his writings, and coil them up within the alcoholic vials of our 



wrath, like the venomous reptiles immersed in spirit within the 
glass jars of a museum, (their poison being all hermetically sealed 
over) and then — to all who are willing to commend our skill, 
and pay for the exliibitiou, we may aay, '' There ! You see what 
he is. Only look at his fangs ! " So the writer of the letter now 
under our notice, having concentrated the venom of his heretic 
in the compass of two pages, — hiving counted off the rallies of 
his reptile, — forewarns us that some do not seem to know the 
nature of his fascinations, nor how d angerous his attack ! " There 
ate some in the communily," says lie, " who seem lo consider that 
theindependenceor sincerity of a Christian minister is to he doubl- 
ed, if he does nol welcome these doctrines into his pulpit. I believe 
such a thought can tind a home in few breasts except such as are 
strangers to the views themselves." We might well retort here, and 
say, the independence and sincerity of any Christian minister might 
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side with those whose opposition to Mr. Parker is so unqualified? 

We hear it repeatedly said by many who are disaffected towards 

Mr. Parker, that they never read any of his writings, — " Oh, no ! 

and do not wish to, nor do they mean to; " and yet they have the 
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U is said, baa occupied the pulpit front which he would exclude Mr. , 
Parker. So much for " libeity of ihe pulpit ! " Verily it comeB 
with an ill grace from those who have sat, hy courtesy, in a better 
than " Moses's seat," to question the right of other prophets, quite 
as good as they, to sit or stand in the same place. And no lesE 
graceless an errand was it in such to favor a secession of the disaf- 
fected from a peaceahle and well compacted church. Time was 
when the members of that church were called, as in jealous derision, 
"the Come-Outers ; " (a title which is getting to be compli- 
mentary) — and what shall ive now say of those who would come 
out even from thtse ? They are still farther out, — the very 
" outres " of the outermost. And who are they that pretend 
90 harshly to denounce an honest man for the honest exercise of 
his thought and speech ? Ay, and who are they who claim to be 
the umpires of what is absolutely true? 

"Who nmODg men. Great Lord of all I 
Tby Bcrvunt to hia bar shall cull ? 
Judge him, for modes of faith, thy foe. 
And doom him lo llierBalma of woe? " 

Doubtless, in the sight of God and the angels, many a so-called 
heretic has a larger faith, a purer soul, and a better prospect of 
heaven than nine-tenths of those who denounce aod exaggerate his 
views. "Oh yes," say they, "no doubt it may be so. He moy 
be a much heller Christian in character than wo, — more Godlike, 
ChrisLljke, and everything else, — 'accepted of God' if you will, 
welcomed even to the presence of God ; but that is no reason he 
should he admitted to aar pulpiti, even though he be a recognized 
teacher of Christian truth — if he differ from us in opinion. No 
matter what God accepts; we accept no man but for his creed." 
This is the substance of the argument ot^cn used ; and, ah ! here is 
the false ground of fellowship, we might rather say the rigid prin- 
ciple of separation, which is fast sundering the Saviour's household, 
shatti^ring Christendom into a thousand fragments, multiplying its 
partition walls, casting its morality to the winds, and covering, 
under the broad mantle of the Church and its rituals, those base 
and shameless immoralities which make the spirit of a " pure and 
undefiled religion " hang her Lead, and weep, and wring her hands 
in agony. Thus it is, because of the disproportionate influence 
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allowed to men's opinions in religion, that we see bo much indiffer- 
ence, comparatively, in regard to jirattice. Thus il is we see them 
leaning oti the crutches of speculation rather than the staff of their 
obligations to a godly life. Thus it is that lust, avarice, ant) fraud 
are often suffered to run riot almost up to the very altar of the 
BBncttiary and lay hold of its horns with only a qualified rebtike, 
while meek heresy is waylaid at the porch, arraigned before a 
"ooncio ad clerum" and put in irons without bo much as a 
hearing. Tims we see men all around us taking tire by the sparks 
atrnck out of their own scimitars; full of hot prejudice, and vio- 
Jent enough — the most violent of all, in their outcries ofcontempt 
against the views of a heresiarch ; threatening to leave the church 
wherever such a man preaches; and yet God alone knows how 
much better than he, in regard to faith or practice, any one of us 
would appear if " weighed in the balance." Are these the men 
' to estimate or excommunicate him who labors for that "holiness 
without which no man shall see the Lord?" Well might we apply 
to them the questions — " Why dost ihou judge thy brother? and 
why dost thou set at naught thy brother ? " And now, perchance, 
il may be argued that the writer of this is " hand in glove" with all 
Mr. Parker's speculations, because he has chosen thus to speak a 
word in favor of his claim to be treated fairly. If so, the reasoners 
upon such a premise are welcome to their logic, while tlieir conclu' 
sion is respectfully denied. 

But we have done. The writer of the letter under our notice, 
says, that " any measure which interferes with the proper liberty of 
the pulpit should be sacredly resisted," and therefore we have re< 
gisted his letter ; " and anything like unchristian exclusion should 
be met with an earnest protest," — hut where is hisprotestf I 
suppose he will not deny that Mr. Parker is now, and henceforth, 
and forever, excluded from the pulpit of Pitts Street Chapel ; 
and that he, the pastor of that chapel, assents to that exclusion? 
Will he say that such excluair>n is aot unchristian ; or at least in- 
tolerant, and so far unchristian ? On what ground will he say 
this? Let it be remembered that Mr. Parker is a Christian mitt' 
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Nay, further, — he is a member of thai fraternity, or associatioiij| 
to which Mr. Waterston himself helongs, and the crowning interesttl 
of whose iellowahip is, or ha.s heen, the freest liberty of ihoi 
and the frankest concession of the Christian name to every onefl 
who claims it. How, then, or with what consistency, can Mr..' 
Waterston deny to Mr. Parker (as he does in effect by his letter) I 
the Christian name? — for this is the point. He does not pretend | 
to say that his unwillingness to exchange with Mr. P. is foundedi^j 
on any other considerations than his infidelity, as he understands- 1 
it. He does not say that he doses his pulpit against him because, J 
as a miitter of convenience or taste, he prefers not to exchange at. j 
all; but he takes distinct isisue with him, in this letter, on the\^ 
ground of his title to enter a Christian pulpit. He n 
formal indictment, by an array of negative epithets and theoremaj 
taken out of his book, and out of their connection in his book, i 
if to neutralize the attractive pole of the magnet; and therefor 
we say his accusations are unfair and one-sided. At all events 
they are irreconcilable with that principle which Unitarians have 
always professed to bold — of the utmost toleration towards 
another. Mr. Waterston has said, in his letter, " 1 do not recog^^ 
nize any new feature, at the present time, from what we have^ 
always maintained, respecting liberality of sentiment and the freo- j 
dora of the pulpit." And yet he must be 
apiatvns are concerned. Unitarians have i 
servalion to their terms of fellowship, 
acknowledged all to be Christian teacher: 
not even presuming (by any absolute term 
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The Uniiariana may disown Mr. Parker if they will ; bui, in so 
doiDg, as we judge, they will disinfaerit tlieir own child, — the very 
progeny of their own begetting, —their legitimate offspring, if not 
their "well-beloved; " for be is as much and truly the fruit of their 
own primary principles as ever the gnailed oak was the product of 
a smooth acorn. - As a system, Uuitarianism began with a solemn 
protest against all cxclusiveness or assumption in matters of faith ; 
against the arrogHnce and dogmatism which would make a man's 
erttd or opinions merely, the test of his right to be called a Chris- 
tian. It claimed and asserted for every individual the largest lib- 
erty of thought, conscience and speculation, — telling him, even as 
Christ tells us all, to " call no man master, on the earth ; " pointing 
him to the Scriptures, and to the light within, by which he must 
read them ; bidding him be faithful and fearless ; leading him up 
lo the Bible, and saying — "Here, take the Word of God and 
make what you can of it, in the fear of God. Live its truths, as 
you can lenrn them, by yourself. Judge no man, as you shall be 
judged by none. ' Prove all things, and hold fast that which is 
good ; ' and remember that to your own Master and Maker, alone, 
must you stand or fall." The carrying out of these principles and 
premises to their uttermost conclusion, has generated, among other 
results, ihe views of Mr. Parker. If such a consequence seem to 
many no better than the edge of a precipice, they must remember 
that for them there is no other alternative but either to overleap it 
n» they can, or go back and round some other way. 

" But no," say the Unitarians, " Mr. Parker is not of us." Well, 
they may disallow or deny his right to any relationship or connec- 
tion with them, if ihey please. They may cut him off; but, by all 
that is ^p'acious in the heart of Unitarianism, it will bleed to death 
out of the very place where the knife of their exclusion is applied. 
They may say he is only an excrescence, or a nuisance, an offence, 
or a mushroom, a mere weed in the great garden of their faith. 
But this is only to condemn themselves ; for, the worse they make 
him, the more feculent they acknowledge the soil, or system, or set 
of principles out of which he has grown ; for. by all the rules of 
cause and effect he is theirs, and theirs only. 

The fact is, in the view of many, Mr. Parker has now become, as 
it were, the embodiment of Ultra Unitarianism ; the peraonitication 
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■of its first principles; the full harvest of a libera] theory, run « 
seed ; tlie farthest decimal of theological arithmetic. There b 
and we must make the best of it. We cannot so easily shake Inn 
off if we would, and we ougfif not if we could. Like the ghot 
Hamlet's fathrt, 

" Armod nt point aud cup a pt^," ' 

he will be ever rising up, now and then, as a retributive adtnoni^ 

to Unitariflna — the spectre of their past offences — telling.of.tl 

wrong M'tlioh a brother has done him for the sake of s 

(not by pouring poison into his ears, but the ears of others), ^ 

calling on posterity to reverse and revenge, as they will, the 

he has suffered. In the midnight of our uneasiness he will com^ 

as well lie may, and (ell of assassin at ions done by his own 

while he dreamed of peace, in his own garden ; nor will he amtjS 

though we cry out never so loudly, at sight of the apparition, 



" Angels, nnil ministers of grace, defend vib 1 " 

for he has yet a mission and a baptism, and will be straitened ti 
both arc accomplished. The fact is, he has only carried out 1 
doin of thought and inquiry like the rest of us. He has ^ 
up, fearlessly, to the "ultima thule" of liberal invest igatiou 
What right have we la blame hiiu for this exercise of hia prerg 
ative as a theologian? In his researches he has come, as 
to the vast cave of unfrcquGnted truth, and, though hi 
may ring there like the report of an overloaded gun, \ 
hear it; and stand the fire as we can, tliough it be lo vi 
crack of our doom as a denornination. 



